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Transformations of industrial remnants 
Oil rig Intervention 
 
Subject: 
The redesign of an existing oil rig is required emphasizing on recreation. 
 
Objective: 
Students are asked to get their hands in aspects of transformation and reuse of world-wide, contemporary, 
industrial remnants. More specifically, during the development of the project, emphasis will be given on the 
research of new practices regarding the function of sea structures for petroleum pumping in addition with 
design of alternative models of temporary inhabitation.  
 
Description: 
It is estimated that, nowadays, there are about 10.000 open sea drilling rigs worldwide. During the last 
twenty years, more than a quarter of world petroleum production stems from them. A lot of them have 
already used up their productive life time and the interruption of their operation is currently discussed, giving 
emphasis on the specification of their maintenance program, their mutation or their ultimate destruction. 
 
These structures can be regarded as continents, recreation spaces, pirate islets, cultural oasis, new 
landmarks, with indeterminate geographical boundaries, with special legal context, in international water 
regions, that transform the dominant stereotypes concerning inhabitation: safety of solid ground, protection 
of natural elements, accessibility and easy communication, locality and defined boundaries.  
 
In this sense, the compositional approach encourages manipulation regarding the organization of open sea 
world as well as its structural formulation. Every proposal should overcome the obvious issue of exclusion 
and solve problems of autonomy, self-sufficiency, health, safety, etc. interpreting with consistency the 
relationship between industrial remnants, water landscapes, technology and the new symbiosis condition.  
 
 
Useful links: 
 
http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Principality_of_Sealand 
http://www.seaventuresdive.com/ 
http://www.evolo.us/architecture/transforming-abandoned-oil-rigs-into-habitable-structures/ 
http://www.archdaily.com/14969/oil-rig-eco-resort-by-morris-architects/ 
http://solidsmack.com/rockin-cool-stuff/oil-rig-replica-3d-cad-or-four-million-matchsticks/ 
http://payamarchi.blogspot.com/2009/04/oil-rig-platform-as-luxury-eco-resort.html 
http://news.arcilook.com/other/floating-ufos-oil-rig-escape-pods-turned-into-hotel-rooms/ 
http://www.spiegel.de/fotostrecke/fotostrecke-67025.html 
http://www.lifeslittlemysteries.com/1846-zombie-apocalypse-architecture-contest.html 
http://www.jetsongreen.com/2009/02/oil-rig-resort-adaptive-reuse-by-morris-architects.html 
http://www.covimsa.com/creative-architectural-abandoned-oil-rigs-platforms-project 
http://www.solarnavigator.net/oil_rigs.htm 
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/lookout/silicon-valley-billionaire-funding-creation-artificial-libertarian-islands-
140840896.html 
 
 
 


