
Women Architects have always been Here. Scientific meeting  1 

 
 
Women Architects have always been Here / Press Release 
 
The meeting entitled "Women Architects have always been Here" is part of the series of scientific 
meetings "Docta Spes: The Future of Space is Now", which was launched in November 2022 by the 
Department of Architecture, University of Thessaly (UTh) and adopts its aim of “reflecting on the need to 
design a future that is habitable and socially inclusive.” It brings into dialogue distinguished architects, 
historians, theorists, researchers, and artists who have developed extensive interdisciplinary work at an 
international level. At the core of their studies and practices are feminist theories, methodologies, and 
practices as these take shape in diverse geographical contexts and intersect with different disciplines, 
from architectural historiography, art, curating, gender studies, geography, political ecology, architectural 
and urban design. The contributions and discussions in this meeting further draw on perspectives from 
archives, teaching, research, and social activism and will be a catalyst for reflection on the present and 
future of architectural education. 
 
The meeting highlights the importance of gender and feminist approaches in architectural design, 
academic research, and collective action. It seeks to reflect on architecture as a potential field of dialogue 
between situated, feminist, queer, anti-racist, decolonial and de-growth perspectives and innovative 
models of production, work, and design. It thus attempts to articulate critical, affirmative, and hopeful 
responses to the future of architecture and to contemplate innovative (design) pedagogies that have 
spatial, intersectional, and climate justice at their core. 
 
The meeting will take place on 15 February 2023 at the auditorium of the Department of Architecture at 
Pedion Areos, Volos, in person and online via MS Teams. 
 
Opening at 14:00 
For more information http://www.arch.uth.gr/el/activities/2891 
Link: MSTeams 
 
With the support of:  
Gender Equality and Anti-Discrimination Committee (GEC, UTh) 
Centre of New Media and Feminist Public Practices (CNMFPP, DArch – UTh) 
 
© 2022-2023, Department of Architecture, University of Thessaly  
  

http://www.arch.uth.gr/el/activities/2891
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aW1oYi7N1LM3kxKBiSb0bnAKcot5r_URE9gElVETq5hQ1%40thread.tacv2/1675851765548?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223180bf70-17cc-44f6-90a4-5c9476625295%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22fe80ee4e-5ea9-48b6-bf03-0a15db6c1ba9%22%7d
https://www.uth.gr/en/life/support/gender-equality-and-anti-discrimination-committee
https://www.centrefeministmedia.arch.uth.gr/
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DOCTA SPES*  
The future of space is now. Α series of scientific meetings  
 
If something seems to continuously transverse our contemporary era is a long-lasting agony and the eclipse 
of hope. Extensive environmental disasters, current and emerging pandemics, wars, the challenges of 
climate change, the growing social and economic inequalities that leave their indelible traces on our built 
environment, the resilience of corruption and even the threat for our own extinction make us confront the 
fragility of our world that becomes more and more inconceivable.  
 
In reference to The Principle of Hope (Das Prinzip Hoffnung) of the German Philosopher Ernst Bloch a series 
of scientific meetings will be held at the Department of Architecture of the University of Thessaly. The 
meetings aim at the re-examination of the creative importance of docta spes, the educated or apprehended 
hope, that emerges as a result of the assessment and scrutiny of a specific situation. Only a ‘hope through 
knowledge’ stops being a false desire or sentiment, a passive contemplation, and becomes the education of 
desire, a precise anticipation; a latent trend of the realistically possible that does not only define our future 
but our present as well: The future of space is now.  
 
Women Architects have always been Here. Scientific meeting 
 
The meeting emphasizes the importance of feminist approaches and scientific discussions on gender in 
(architectural) education and research and at the same time seeks to broaden the perspective of 
architecture, design, and space in gender studies. In doing so, it attempts to expand critical, innovative, 
and interdisciplinary debates that unfold within the Greek public university, and internationally. For this 
endeavor, we also draw on the rich legacy of relevant educational/research projects developed at the 
Department of Architecture, UTh, as well as other Departments/Schools of Architecture in Greece in the 
recent past. The recent adoption of the Institutional Action Plan for the Promotion of Gender Equality 2022-
2025 at the University of Thessaly; the research and publishing activities of the Centre for New Media and 
Feminist Practices in Public Space, and the publication of Femarch: Digital Archive of Greek Women 
Architects 1923-1981, inform in different ways the objectives of this meeting. Finally, the statistical 
predominance of female architects in education and in the profession and the questioning of gender 
hierarchies and identities by younger generations of students inspire us to connect, through this meeting 
scientific discussions with social realities and experiences. 
 
/// 
 
The workshop departs from the stated absence of women architects from the historiographical canon, 
architectural archives, education, and the mainstream architectural culture. It draws on contemporary 
debates in architectural history and theory that trace the multiple implications of this absence in the 
reproduction of dominant discourses in the study and design of the built environment and space. The 
meeting emphasizes the importance of illuminating marginalized stories of women architects, urbanists 
and designers and highlighting their particular experiences, the trajectories and collaborative projects 
they developed, ultimately, transcending the 'master' hero architect paradigm. By highlighting the 
understudied work of the women architects, the meeting aims to contribute to efforts to rethink 
architectural history and the search for alternative design and social visions. 
 
We understand Despina Stratigakos' question “Where are the women architects?” as a critical and timely 
call that places historians and theorists of architecture before their responsibilities. It is a critical reflection 
that redirects the research focus on overlooked histories of women architects, urban planners, and 

https://www.uth.gr/sites/default/files/contents/2022/PTh ISDIF Panepistimio Thessalias_Idrymatiko Shedio gia tin Isotita ton Fylon_1740324120.pdf
https://www.centrefeministmedia.arch.uth.gr/
https://www.centrefeministmedia.arch.uth.gr/
http://www.femarch.gr/
http://www.femarch.gr/
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designers, and calls for them to be made visible in curricula, revised architectural history survey books, 
exhibitions, and collections—engaging archival and academic institutions—with the ultimate goal of 
contesting the dominant male-centric culture in the profession, academia, and the public sphere. We take 
the question not only as a call to fill in the gaps in architectural history and archives, but as a demand for 
sustained academic vigilance to expose, on the one hand, power structures in architectural education, 
research, and practice, and, on the other, to revise modes of knowledge production by engaging new 
subjects, geographies, and epistemologies.  
 
In this meeting we are interested to discuss on women architects who have claimed (and continue to 
claim) the privilege of an academic education in which they are taught, mostly, if not entirely, by male 
professors, about great men architects and how the model of architectural and urban design is a 
'genderless', classless, non-racial, but fundamentally male, heterosexual, white, able-bodied subject. We 
want to talk about those who did not follow these standards closely and designed spaces for different 
needs and bodies to facilitate everyday tasks that were considered exclusively "female". We are 
particularly interested in those who have attempted, and are attempting, to simultaneously challenge and 
transform the male-dominated field and the heteronormative environment through critical feminist/queer 
architectural collaborations and participatory practices. By casting the spotlight on their contributions, we 
want to draw lessons from their work to transcend cognitive and working hierarchies and models of 
synergies between female architects, designers, workers, and users of spaces. 
 
The meeting aims to highlight the stories of women architects who have been marginalized and the role of 
'women' in the production of space. We are particularly interested in the latter, who as ‘women’ and users 
of spaces have been doubly invisible to architectural theory and historiography. As Dina Vaiou 
systematically reminds us, it is the “invisible” daily work of ‘women’ that gives value to buildings and the 
city. We therefore want to understand the social practices that 'women' develop as gendered and 
racialized bodies in an environment that, while ignoring their needs and often becoming dangerous for 
their safety, they continue to hold the primary role of caring for and maintaining it. As other ‘architects’ 
they constitute, and inspire us to imagine, a different paradigm for the production of space based on 
solidarity, commons, and care. Their everyday struggles for justice inspire us further to question 
structural hierarchies of private and public, city and countryside, North and South, human and non-
human, and to imagine architecture beyond the axes of colonialism, patriarchy and capitalism. 
 
The scientific meeting "Women Architects have always been Here" highlights the importance of gender 
and feminist approaches in design, academic research, and collective action. It seeks to reflect on 
architecture as a potential field of dialogue between situated, feminist, queer, anti-racist, decolonial and 
de-growth perspectives and innovative models of production, work, and design. It thus attempts to 
articulate critical, affirmative, and hopeful responses to the future of architecture and to contemplate 
innovative (design) pedagogies that have spatial, intersectional, and climate justice at their core. 
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Guest speakers (according to program): 
Helen Fessas-Emmanouil (UoA) 
Maro Katou (architect - educator, PhD NTUA) 
Olga Touloumi (Bard College) 
Despina Stratigakos (University at Buffalo) 
Zaida Muxí (ETSAB) 
Anastasia-Sasa Lada (AUTh) 
Sofia Dona (artist - architect) 
Elke Krasny (Academy of Fine Arts Vienna) 
Maria Fragkou (Universidad de Chile) 
Dina Vaiou (NTUA) 

Contributions to the open discussion: 
Elpida Karaba (UTh, CNMFPP) 
Elena Tzelepis (UTh, GEC) 
Yorgos Tzirtzilakis (UTh, D’Arch) 

Curated and organized, on behalf of the Department of Architecture: 
Petros Phokaides 

Scientific and organizational contribution: 
Iris Lykourioti, Kostas Manolidis 

Chairing and responses, on behalf of the Department of Architecture (according to program): 
Katerina Chatzikonstantinou  
Valia Papastamou  
Fani Paraforou  
Fabiano Micocci 
Vaso Trova 
Anthi Kosma  
Zisis Kotionis  
Αspasia Kouzoupi  
Phoebe Giannisi  

Technical support, Computer Center: 
Ioannis Komninos, Ioannis Manis 

Laboratory of Environmental Communication & Audiovisual Documentation:  
Spiros Papadopoulos, Ifigenia Charatsi, Giorgos Kalaouzis, Eleni Pispiri, Nikos Vamvakas 

Students: 
Christina Diamantopoulou, Kalliopi Martinou, Vasileia Poulianiti, Evie Steliou, Alexandra Stergiou 

Administration: 
Nancy Gata  

Department Secretary: 
Sofia Koniari  
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SCIENTIFIC MEETING PROGRAMME 

14:00 -14:20  
Welcoming speech 
Kostas Manolidis, Department Head 

Ioanna Laliotou, Vice Rector of Research and Lifelong Learning, University of Thessaly 

14:20 – 14:35 
Introduction to Docta Spes* The Future of Space is Now 
Iris Lykourioti  

14:35 -15:00 
Introduction to the thematic framework of Women Architects have always been Here 
&  
Honorary mention to the contribution of Myrtou Antonopoulou-Bogdanou to Architecture and Urbanism in Greece 
Petros Phokaides 

15:00 – 15:55  
Biographies, Archives, and Inclusive Historiographies 

Digital Archive of Greek Female Architects, 1923-1981. Its Contribution to the Research and 
Historiography of Architecture  
Helen Fessas-Emmanouil  

Biographical Research: Its Contribution to Women Architects’ Visibility - Inspiration for a Socially 
Inclusive Design of Space 
Maro Katou 

> Discussion 15’

Chairs / Respondents: Petros Phokaides / Katerina Chatzikonstantinou 

15:55 – 16:50   
Feminist Perspectives in Architectural Historiography 

Architecture and Feminism: A Look at the Problem of Historiography and its Pedagogy 
Olga Touloumi (online) 

From Margins to Center: Rethinking How We Write Women’s Architectural Histories 
Despina Stratigakos (online - Εnglish) 

> Discussion 15’

Chairs / Respondents: Valia Papastamou / Fani Paraforou 

> 16:50 – 17:20 Break

17:20 – 18:15  
Feminist Practices in Architectural and Urban Design 

New Tropes in Architecture: Dis-placed Bodies and Gendered Spatial Performativity 
Anastasia-Sasa Lada 
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Different Approaches to a Feminist Architectural Practice 
Zaida Muxi (online - English) 

> Discussion 15’

Chairs / Respondents: Fabiano Micocci / Vaso Trova 

18:15 – 19:10 
Architecture, Art, and Feminist Projects 

‘A Room of One's Own': From our Rooms to Collective Practices 
Sofia Dona 

Architecture, Feminisms, and Care 
Elke Krasny (online - English) 

> Discussion 15’

Chairs / Respondents: Anthi Kosma / Zisis Kotionis 

> 19:10 – 19:30 Διάλειµµα 20’

19:30 – 20:25  
Gender Geographies, Social and Environmental Justice 

Nature, Gender and Inequalities. Gendered Impacts and Feminist Responses in Chile’s Water Crisis 
Maria Fragkou (online) 

On the Value of “Invisible” Gendered Processes in the Making of the City 
Dina Vaiou 

> Discussion 15 λεπτών

Chairs / Respondents: Αspasia Kouzoupi / Phoebe Giannisi 

20:30 – 21:30 OPEN DISCUSSION 
Design Pedagogies for Habitable and Inclusive Futures 

Respondents: Elpida Karaba, Elena Tzelepis, Yorgos Tzirtzilakis 

Chairs: Iris Lykourioti, Petros Phokaides 

The meeting will be held at the Auditorium of the Department of Architecture, in person and online, via MS 
Teams. 

For more information:  http://www.arch.uth.gr/el/activities/2891 
Link MS Teams  

© 2022-2023, Department of Architecture, University of Thessaly 
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